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Family Violence Homicid8ummary2017

There werel7 family violencenomicide incidentsn 2017resultingin 21 deaths;18 victims andhree
offender suicides.

Allthree offenders in the murdesuicide incidents were maléyo of the threeoffenders were in an
intimate relationship with the victimAll threemurder-suicides were perpetrated with a firearm.

The 20X family violence victim count was thkird lowest annual total on record.

There were on averagé .4 family violence homicidencidents per month irR017.

There were mordemale(13) than male (five) victims of family violence homicide

Victims ranged in age from ten montbkl (son) to 7 years oldwife). The highdsnumber ofvictims
was in the 30 to 8 year old age grouffour). The average age of all victims v@8s/ears old.

In 2017, males were more often the offender in the family violence homicidesf 17 (88%).

The youngest offender to commit a domestic homicide Wagears ofage ephew); the oldest was
70years of age (husband). The highest number of offenders was BOthe 3 year old age group
(eight). The aveage age of all offenders w&8 years old.

The majority of the family violendeomicide victims were in amtimate relationship with the
offender (67%).

Firearmswvere themost commonly used weapon to comrtine murder, utilized ir85%of incidents.

The month of Aprisaw the most family violenceomicide incidentgfive). Othermonths with
multiple famly violence homicides wereéebruary and Augusthfee), and Septembeit\{o).

Fourteen of thefamily violence homicides occurred in the residence shared by the victim and offender

(7899.

In 2017, a family violence homicide occurréd10 Connecticut municipalitiesFivemunicipalitieshad
multiple family violence homicideBridgeport four), Hartford three), New Britain Norwalk and
Waterbury(two).

Children under 18 years of age weneolved infour family violence homicidencidents, threeas
victimsandoneas the offender.
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Note: The above list includes incidents submitted to the Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection prior to May 7, 2018.
Included in the list are two incidents that became known to police in 2017.

Department

** CSP - Ellington

** Meriden

Bridgeport

Hartford
Bridgeport
New Britain

Torrington

Bridgeport
Norwalk

* Norwalk

2017 State of Connecticut Family Violence Homicide Victims

Date
12/23/15

11/14/16

2/8/17

2/14/17

2/24/17

a/7/17

4/22/17

4/25/17

4/26/17

4/30/17

CSP - New Fairfield 5/2/17

Meriden

* Bridgeport
Stratford
Waterbury
Waterbury
Hartford

* Newington
New Britain

Hartford

* Murder-Suicide

6/22/17

7/5/17

8/13/17

8/18/17

8/18/17

9/3/17

9/21/17

11/20/17

12/4/17

Victim
Age
39
8

61

17

25

33

79

10 Mo.

49

33

55

46

33

27

29

30

** Known to Police in 2017

Sex

F

M

M

Relationship
Spouse

Other relative residing in home: Son

Other relative residing in home: Uncle

Other relative residing in home: Son
Spouse
Spouse

Spouse

Other relative residing in home: Son

Live-in girlfriend

Offender
Age SexWeapon

39 M Firearm

40 F Hands/Fists/Fee

35 F Other Dangerous

33

39

36

70

30

59

Other relative residing in home: Daughter55

Roommate

Persons who have a child in common

Former Spouse

Other relative residing in home: Niece
Roommate

Live-in girlfriend

Girlfriend

Spouse

Roommate

Other relative residing in home: Uncle

CSP=Connecticut State Police

32

48

32

21

28

28

39

45

41

17

Unknown

Hands/Fists/Fee

Knife

Firearm

Other Dangerous
Steel Rod

Hands/Fists/Fee

Hands/Fists/Fee

Firearm

Hands/Fists/Fee

Other Dangerous
Club

Firearm

Firearm

Firearm

Firearm

Hands/Fists/Fee

Firearm

Knife

Knife



Family Violence Homicides 201

Summaries of familyi@lence homiaes occurring in Connecticut duricglendar yeaP017 are presented in

this report. Incidents are included in this report if a family or household member as defined in Connecticut
General Statute 4638a @) was arrested for the crime as ifay 7, 2018 "Family or household member"

means any of the followig persons, regardless of the age of such person: (A) Spouses or former spouses; (B)
parents or their children; (C) persons related by blood or marriage; (D) persons other than those persons
described in subparagraph (C) of this subdivision presentlyingsidgether or who have resided together; (E)
persons who have a child in common regardless of whether they are or have been married or have lived
together at any time; and (F) persons in, or who have recently been in, a dating relatiomleige homicies

have been matched against offenses reported via Uniform Crime Reports. Any homicide circumstance
information provided is derived from newspaper accounts or other publicly available sources.

OVERVIEW

In 2017 there werel7 family violence homide incicentsinvolvingl8victims. The total number of deaths
from these incidents wa21 includingthree offender suicides.These numbers do not include homicides from
previous years for which the offenders wengested in 2017. During 2017, oaerest wasmade for a 2015
incident, and onarrest was made for a 2016 incident. The 20itfim countwas thethird lowestannual

total on record. Te first full calendar year of collectédmily violence datavas 1987 The number of family
violence homicide etims ranged frona low of15 in 2016to a high of32 in 1989 Between 1987 and A®,
there have been 74@ecordedfamily violence homicide victims, an average of 24 per calendar yiéwes.
numbers listed below may be different from previously publishegrts. In some cases the offenders were
arrested after publication of the data

Homicide Victims 19872017

DEMOGRAPHICS

Gender

In 2017 females were more often the victim of a family murder than males. Males were more often the
offender in family violence homicides. Of th&victims, 13 (72) were female anfive (28%) were male.
Each homicide incident involvedsingle offender. Ohe seventeen offenders, Jsere male(88%) two were
female (2%).



Gender of Victim Gender of Offender
100% 100%

75% 75%
| 720

50% - 50%
- 28% 12%
0% - 0% -
Female Male Female Male

Offender Arres-SuicideDther

A total of 14offenders were arreste@82%) Threeoffenderscommitted suicidg18%) two at the scene of
the homicide and one while incarcerated. Tafdhe three murder-suicides involved participants in an
intimate relationshipall threevictims were female All three of the offenders of murdessuicide incidents
were male. All threemurder-suicides were perpetrated witha firearm In 2017all murdersuicide inailents
involved a single victim.

Offender Arrests Suicides

100%

75% - -82%

50% -

25% +

Offender Arrest Offender Suicide

0% -

Between 1987 and 2016, &Buspected denders have committed suicidan average of siger calendar
year. The number of offender suicides ranged from a high®fn 1999 to a low ahree in 2001, 2002,2014
and 2017

Offender Suicides 1982017

10

o N b~ OO




Intimate/Non-intimate Relationship

The majority othe homicide victimsa total of 12 §7%),were in a intimate relationship with the offender.
Thel2 intimate victimsincludedfive wives,three girlfriends (two were livagirlfriends),three roommates,and
onethat had a child in common with the offende®verall 11 intimate victims werdemale andonewas
male. Elevenof the intimate victims resided with the offender.

Victims Intimate Relationship

Spouse Dating Roommate Child in Common

Sixvictims(33%) of the homicides involved peopleamortintimate relation$ip. Fournon-intimate victims
were malejrelationshipsncludedtwo sons and twaincles Twonon-intimate victims werdemale;
relationships inclded one daughter and ongiece. Five of theon- intimate victinslived with the offender.

Victims Nonlintimate Relationship

Son Uncle Daughter Niece

Weapons

A weapon is defined as any object, instrument, device or part of the anatomy used in an &ttdbk. 17 family
violence homicidencidents firearmswere the most commoly usedweapon sixincidents(35%). Other
weaponsincludedhands, fists, feeffive incidents(29%) knife, threeincidents (186) other dangerous
weaponswhich included a steel rodhlunt object and an unknown weaponthree incidents(18%)

Type of Weapon Used in Homicides

Firearm Knife Other Dangerous Weapon Hands, Fists, Feet



Age& Gender of Victims

In 2017 the youngest victim od domestic homicide waaten month oldmale(son). The oldest victim was9/
yearold female (ife). The higheshumberof victims wasn the 30 to 39 yearold age groupfour (22%). All
victims in the age group 389 were female. The arerage age dfemale victims was 3g@ears old; the averge
age of male victims was 4@arsold. The average age afl victims was 3%ears old.

Age & Gender of Victims

3
2
E Male
M Female
1 -
0 _
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Age of Victims
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Age& Gender of Offenders

The youngest offender to commit a domestic homicide duringr2@dsa 17 yearold mae (hephew). The
oldest offender was 70 yearold male (husband) The highest numbeof offenders was in the 30 toS3age
group, 8 (47 percen)). The aveage age of male offenders was 39 years old; the average age of female
offenders was 34 years old'he average age afl offenders was39 years old.

Age & Gender of Offenders
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Nine of the 1&amily violence homicidgictims wereyoungerthan the offender (50%) Ninevictims(50%)
were older than the offenderOvwerall, the age difference rangdtbm 29 years youngeto 54 yearsolder.

Victim - Offender Age

M Victim w Offender

Month

The monthof Aprilhad the highest number of family violence homicidesotal offive. Other months with
multiple family violence homides included~ebruaryand August (threeeach) and Septemberno). The
months ofJanuaryMarch,and Octoler had no family violence homicides.

Month of Incident




Location of Homicide

Fourteenof the 18 family violence homicides committed occurred in the residence sharedebyictim and

the offender (786). Other locations included: th@ A O (i A Y Q & twiNEBI%)R2RFSYSGRS NQane NBE & A |
(6%); androadway,one (6%).

y Location of Homicide

12

10 +

Shared Residence Victim's Residence Offender's Residence Roadway
Geographic Distribution

The B family violencehomicides committed during 2@loccurred in D Connecticut municipalitiesFive
Connecticut municipalitiekad multiple homicidesBridgeport four), Hartford three), New Britain, Norwalk,
and Waterbury o).

Family Violence Homicide Victims by Town 2017
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Bridgeport Hartford Meriden New New Newington Norwalk Stratford Torrington Waterbury

Britain Fairfield

Prior to calendar year 2000, thaetails of family violence homicides that resulted in no arrest due to the

suicide of the offendewere not captured. The following table illustrates ttetal number of family violence
victims by town wherencident detais were captured With 66 homicidevictims, Bridgeportecorded the

highest total followed by Hartford @, New Haven (44nd Waterlury (44. Combined, thee four

municipalities accounted fasne-third (33%)2 ¥ / 2y Yy SO0 A Odzi Qa 7T ltinvsiwhede indilerg t Sy
details were captured (&5. A total of 113 municipalities have witnessed a family violence honac&% of

all Connecticut municipalities.



Family Violence Homicide Victims by Town 198017*

Ansonia = 3
Beacon Fallsf@ 1
Berlin e 2
Bethel | 1
Bethlehem & 1
Bloomfield _; 3
Branford |
Bridgeport |
Bristol | 11
Brooklyn _a
Burlington _= 2
Chaplin =
Cheshire e 4
Chester
Clinton e 2
Colchester_i
Coventry = 3
Danbury ] 14
Darien | 3
Deep River
Durham &
East Hampton =
East Hartford | a 18
East Haven| 5
East Lyme_a 1
East Windsor @ 1
Ellington I*
Enfield | a9
Essex @ 1
Fairfield | 5
Farmington =1
Glastonbury_g
Greenwich |
Griswold ; 3
—
—

Groton City
Groton Town |
Guilford |
Hamden | 11
Hartford | a 683
Hebron = 2
Killingly s 4
Killingworth =
Ledyard == 3
Lisbon |
Madison |
Manchester |
Mansfield |
Meriden | 11
Middlebury |
Middletown | 7

Milford | 6
Montville |
Naugatuck_
New Britain |
New Canaan|
New Fairfield |
New Haven | i 44
New London | - 11
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* Doesnot include victims where the offender committed suicide prior to 2000.




Family Violence Homicide Victims by Town 198017*

New Milford s 6
Newington | 5
Newtown _= 2
North Branford & 1
North Canaan & 1
North Haven | 5
North Stonington_= 2
Norwalk | 18
Norwich | 18
Old Lyme e 2
Old Saybl’OOk-U 1
Orange = 2
Oxford & 1
Plainfield | 6
Plainville == 3
Plymouth | 6
Pomfret e 2
Portland & 1
Putnam CSPj 1
t dzii y YIX
Redding &= 2
Ridgefield & 1
Rocky Hill | = 6
Scotland & 1
Shelton e 3
Sherman & 1
Simsbury = 2
Somers @ 1
South Windsor | 5
Southbury_ 4
Southington = 3
Stamford | 25
Sterling =1
Stonington I°J
Stratford | a9
Suffield & 1
Thompson_w 1
Torrington | =
Trumbull & 1
Vernon e 3
Wallingford e 14
Warren & 1
Waterbury | a 44
Waterford s 4
Watertown fessd 3
West Hartford | 5
West Haven | 15
Weston _E 1
Westport _E 1
Wethersfield e 3
Willimantic e 3
wilton e 2
Winchester_n 1
Windham _; 4
Windsor | — |
Windsor Locks_; 3
Wolcott fessd 3
Woodbury = 2
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* Does not include victims where the offender committedcsle prior to 2000.

Homicide Victims
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